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rate of one rupee for five seers. To preserve life, the besieged had no other food than that which has been before mentioned, pounded tamarind-stones and Casnee; (80) arid even these two articles were not to be had under the ex-horbitant price of a rupee and a half per seer.
In the month of March., the besieged experienced some respite from hostilities on the part of the enemy, in consequence of the death of Juggoo Bappoo ; an event which occupied the Mahrattahs nearly a month. The performance of the funeral obsequies and rites of this chief, appears to have been deemed a duty that superseded every other.
About the end of April, one of Vizier Mahomed's officers, name<l Doongurh Singh, who had been stationed with a " party of 100 men (now reduced to 10) to defend the old fort, allowed himself to be tampered with by Sadick Ali Khan; and he not only deserted his post during the night, but conducted about 500 of the enemy into the fort he had abandoned. It chanced that two men stationed at the old fort gate leading to the town, were alarmed at the bustle made by the Nagpoor troops as they entered. They imagined, at first, that it was created by Doongurh Singh returning from his rounds; but, upon attentively listening, they became convinced that
(80)   Casnee, or wild succory.   It was probably the root of this plant that was used for food.